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Monday, Februa1y 5, 2001 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UN I VER S I TY 
Community 
Volume 25, umber 26 
Ceremony honors pastors, Campus Ministry 
President Arend D. Lubbers 
presented the Award of Merit to the 
Reverends Jo hn DeBoer and Tim 
Custe r in a Janua1y 30 ceremony 
honoring the two men for their 
longstand ing commitment to GVSU's 
Campus Ministry. 
"My hea rt is overflowing right now 
with thanksgiving for the Campus 
Minist1y at Grand Valley State Univer-
sity," Lubbers said . "This is really a 
day for us to celebrate ." 
Between them, DeBoer and Custer 
have spent one-third of a century 
ministering to the spiritual needs of 
young ad ults - and it's been a 
pleasure, they say. 
"They're a great group to work 
with. I can 't say enough good things 
about students ," said DeBoer. 
Custer, who left the Campus 
Ministry last year, said that he 's glad 
to see it continue to grow and thrive 
around faith, hope, and love. 
"The energy and joy and faith of 
the students is a ve1y special thing, " 
he sa id. 
DeBoer, of Muskegon, has been a 
Across Campus 
GVSU, local suppliers 
partner for 
e-procurement 
The GVSU Purchasing Office 
recently hosted a supplie r o rientation 
to announce plans for participation 
in a pilot test of Commonfind , 
education 's e-procurement market-
place. Commonfind will support 
GVSU's e lectronic procure-
ment system and 
provide benefits to 
member of the 
GVSU Campus 
Ministry since 
1979. He 
graduated from 
Calvin Semina1y 
and was 
o rdained as a 
Christian 
Reformed 
minister in 1972. 
He has since 
ea rned a 
master's degree 
in social work at 
GVSU. 
Custe r was a 
GVSU campus 
minister from 
The Reverends Tim Custer, le.ft, and John DeBoer received Awards of Merit 
for their service to GVSU's Campus Ministry. 
1989-2000. A graduate of Hope College, 
he received his master's degree in 
divinity in 1986 from Western Theological 
Seminary in Holland. He is now pastor of 
Faith Reformed Church in Zeeland. 
In honoring the two ministers, the 
ceremony also celebrates the success of 
Campus Ministry at GVSU. Custe r 
remembers that when he came to 
Grand Valley, fewer than 50 students 
suppliers through: 
• Improved Workflow - reduces the 
purchase order cycle time to the 
supplier. 
• Flexible Technology - removes 
barriers to participation in e-procure-
ment and enables all types of suppliers, 
large and small. 
• Broader Educational Market Access 
- provides the supplier w ith access to 
other academic institutions in the 
Commonfind marketplace. 
attended Sunday worsh ip se1v ices. 
ow, 250-450 students attend the two 
inte rdenominational services held eve1y 
Sunday, and upwards of 500 participate 
in a high-energy, two-hour month ly 
Campus Praise Rally. 
The Campus Ministry operates as a 
separate entity from the unive rsity, 
funded through area churches and 
private donations.• 
• Enforced Use of Negotiated 
Contracts - assures the use of approved 
suppliers and prevents off-contract 
buying . 
"GVSU is pioneering this cutting 
edge e-procurement in highe r educa-
tion , and strategic partne rships with our 
loca l supplie r is essential to make this 
program successful ," said Ester Bu rns, 
GVSU senior buyer. 
continue on page 2 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Commun ications 
eve,y Monday w hen classes are 
in session and b iweekly du ring 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Michele 
Johnson, edito r, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/ online/ forum/ 
form.html 
Vis it GVNow, Grand Va lley's 
dai ly online publication, on the 
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Across Campus 
continued ji-om page .l 
Following the o rientation, supplier 
representa tives received training to create 
and acid the ir company's cata log to GVSU's 
new Web-based e-procurement system. 
Nominations for 
two awards accepted 
Nominations from faculty and staff 
members fo r the Kenneth R. Venclerbush 
Student Leadership Award are cl ue in the 
Dean of Students O ffice, 202 Student 
Services Building, by 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 8. 
The awa rd will be presented to a senio r 
during the Awards Banquet on April 9. 
The Women's Commission is seeking 
nominees for the Maxine Swanson Awa rd, 
given to an individual who has provided 
leadership in support of women's rights at 
GVSU. 
Deadline for nominations is Wednesday, 
February 14. Send nominations in the fo rm 
of a brief e-mail or written statement to 
Cindy Laug, at 2170 AuSable Ha ll. 
Award criteria include someone who has 
contributed to an environment that supports 
the rights of all women at GVSU; someone 
who is committed to working in pattnershi p 
with the university on policy development to 
remove barriers that impede women's 
learning, professional growth , creat ivity, 
employment, and society; someone who 
seeks to create opportunities for interactions 
among all women on campus. 
Swanson was the first woman to cha ir the 
university's Board of Contro l. Last year's 
winner was Georgianna Klein , math profes-
sor. The award will be presented du ring a 
ceremony on March 20. 
U-Comm seeks 
faculty member experts 
The Office of University Communications 
is seeking expe rt sources for journalists for 
the upcoming update of the GVSU Expert 
Sources Guide. 
The publication is updated annually and 
distributed to media outlets for journalists to 
find sources for information and inte1v iews. 
This week, faculty members will receive 
an e-mail Slllvey; they are asked to respond 
to the questions and return the e-mail by 
February 16. 
U-Comm wi ll also use this information to 
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update the PROFiles section of the universi-
ty Web site . That section includes b ri f 
biographies and downloadable pictures of 
fa cul ty members for use by the news media 
after cond ucting inte rviews. 
People with questio ns can ca ll Brian .J. 
Bowe at x2221. 
Memorial service 
for professor scheduled 
A memorial se,v ice for Margaret Procto r, 
GVSU communica tio ns professor, is planned 
fo r Monday, February 12, at 3 p. m. in the 
Cook-DeWitt e nter. 
Proctor died December 28. 
Correction 
A story in the Janua,y 29 Forum mistak-
enly identified Visiting Professor Laura 
Gregg as head of the Wome n and Gender 
Studies program. Gregg is the first fa cul ty 
member to be assigned fu ll-time to the WGS 
curriculum . Linda hown, associa te profes-
sor of English, r ma ins WGS oorcl inator.• 
Climate Study II 
President Arend D. Lubbers discussed 
findings of the Women'.5 Climate Study JI 
before an audience at the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Lubbers said that be hopes tbe 
study analysis, which has been distribut-
ed to al/faculty and sta/J and is available 
to students, will be used earn.p us-wide to 
spark discussions and elicit recommen-
dations about making imp rovements at 
the university. 
Coming Events 
Variety of events planned 
for start of 
Black History Month 
GVSU commemorates February as 
Black Histo1y Month with a fu ll slate of 
events, beginning this week by showing 
the film , Roots, and discussing topics 
affecting African-Americans. Sponsored 
by the National Society of Black 
Engineers, pa1ts of the movie will be 
shown today, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
at 7 p .m. in the Kirkhof Center; and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in Robinson Hall. 
On Saturday, February 10, facu lty 
members Mitch Kachun and Veta Tucker 
will lead a discussion on recent and 
classic works of African-American 
literature and poetry. The ir presentation 
will begin at 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers, Rivertown Crossings Mall in 
Grandville . 
Music events planned 
throughout week 
The GVSU Music Department w ill 
host numerous events this week: 
• Tuesday, February 6, 3 p .m .: 
Turkish musician Ilhan Ersahin and his 
troupe of musicians will highlight a 
mastet' class featuring traditional Turkish 
music, jazz, reggae, and rap. Recital 
Hall, PAC. 
• Thursday, February 8, 12 noon : 
The Arts at Noon Series w ill present 
the Be rgon zi String Quartet, quartet-
in-residence at the University of 
Miami , explo ring the reperto ire of 
Vi ll a-Lobos, Ginaste ra, Piazzolla, and 
o the rs . Due to scheduling conflicts, 
the quartet will pe rform as a trio. 
Cook-DeWitt Cente r. 
• Thursday, Februa1y 8, 5 p.m.: 
GVSU trumpet professor Richard 
Stoelzel will lead a master class featur-
ing students from the trumpet studio . 
Stoelzel's students recently claimed an 
unprecedented three awards at the 2000 
International Trumpet Guild Competition 
and are preparing for the 2001 competi-
tion. Recital Hall, PAC. 
• Saturday, February 10, 8 p.m.: The 
University Singers and the Madrigal 
Ensemble , conducted by Ellen Pool, and 
Varsity Men, conducted by Charles 
Norris . Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
• Sunday, February 11 , 3 p .m.: 
Festival Chorale, conducted by James 
Borst and the Unive rsity Arts Chorale , 
cond~JCted by Ellen Pool. Louis Arm-
strong Theatre, PAC. 
All events are open to the public, 
free of charge. 
Investment choices 
is topic of seminar 
The GVSU Educational Series for 
Women continues on Wednesday, 
Februa1y 7, with a seminar on invest-
ment choices . 
Rita Grant, faculty member at the 
Seidman School of Business, w ill lead 
discussion on investments for retire-
ment children's education, and other 
finan~ial fund amentals. 
The luncheon seminar begins at 
12 noon in the Regency Room in the 
DeVos Center. Cost to attend is $25, to 
register call x7181. 
Annual campaign passes 
goal; doughnut days set 
The 2000 Faculty and Staff Campaign 
will near a record $300,000 when all 
pledges and gifts to the GVSU Endow-
ment Fund are totaled . 
Kent Fisher, campaign chairman and 
associate d irecto r of Alumni Relations, 
said the campaign raised $285,404, 
surpassing the committee's goal of 
$225,000. Fisher said 775 facu lty and 
staff members, retirees and adjunct 
employees patticipated , also a record-
breaking number. 
GVSU President Arend D. Lubbers 
will attend receptions celebrating the 
campaign's success. "Don's Donuts" is 
scheduled for February 15 and 16 at the 
following locations: 
February 15: 
12:30-1 p.m. : 279 LMH; 1:15-1:45 
p.m.: 2172 ASH; 2-2:30 p.m.: STU lobby; 
2:45-3:30 p.m.: Fieldhouse upper lobby; 
3:35-4:30 p .m.: Plant Se1vices . 
February 16: 
8:30-10 a.m.: DeVos Center, food 
cou1t; 10:15-11:30 a .m.: Eberhard Center, 
second floor. 
Coupons for doughnuts were mailed 
to campaign donors. 
Tickets for President's Ball 
available 
Grand Valley, put on your dancing 
shoes. The 11th annual President's Ball 
will be Friday, February 23, at the 
Grand Center in downtown Grand 
Rapids. 
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"A Night on the Town ," the theme of 
this year's ball , is a chance for the 
Grand Valley community, alumni, and 
friends to enjoy an evening of din ing 
and dancing. It also gives the GVSU 
Student Senate, which sponsors the 
event, an oppottunity to honor universi-
ty President Arend D. Lubbers and 
present its Professor of the Year and 
Special Honoree awards. 
Tickets for the dinner and dance are 
$18 for students and $25 for non-
students , o r $3 for students w ho attend 
only the dance . Tables of e ight can be 
rese1ved for guests who want to sit 
together. Purchase tickets at the Office 
of Student Life, on the first fl oor of the 
Kirkhof Center. 
The evening's schedule includes a 
cocktail hour from 6:30-7:30 p.m. , dinner 
from 7:30-9, and dancing until 1 a.m.a 
Faculty and 
Staff Sketches 
Kate Remlinger, assistant professor of 
English , presented a paper, titled "Keep 
Out You: Effects of Speaker Identity 
and Language Attitudes on Dialect in 
the Keweenaw Peninsula," during a 
panel presentation at the Keweenaw 
Language and Culture Project at the 
American Dialect Society Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. 
At the American Geophysical Union 
conference in San Francisco, Figen 
Mekik, assistant professor of geology, 
presented a poste r, titled "Surface 
Ocean Bioproductivity Influence on 
Deep Sea Calcite Dissolution: New 
Transfer Function Results." John Weber, 
assistant professor of geology, chaired a 
session, titled "Lithospheric-Scale 
Vettical Strain Partitioning in Actively 
Deforming Wrench-Type Plate Margins," 
continue on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.rn. Thurs. 
Mon., Feb. 5 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
Bisexual Discussion Group (4 sessions). 204 STU. Call 
x3266 for more information. 
7 p .m.: Black Histo1y Month "Roots Week." Showing Alex 
Haley's "Roots" with discussion, "How can we uplift African-
American students at GVSU?" Grand River Room, KC. 
Tues., Feb. 6 
10-11:30 a.m. : Grand Forum. "Why is Everyone Talking about 
Grand Rapids," with David Frey. EC, Pew Campus. 
12:30-2 p.m.: Grand Forum. "Hinduism and the Modern 
World View," with Ram Singh and Ashok Kumar. EC, Pew 
Campus. 
3 p.m.: Master Class Series. Ilhan Ersahin and others. Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x3484 for more information. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. "Self-
hypnosis for Stress Reduction" (2 sessions). 204 STU. Call 
x3266 for more information. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
"Concerns with Food" (6 sessions) . 204 STU. Call x3266 
for ·more information. 
7 p.m.: Black Histo1y Month. "Roots" with discussion, "Would 
things be d ifferent if our great leaders were still here?" 
Cabins DEF, KC. 
Wed. , Feb. 7 
12-1:30 p.m.: Educational Series for Women presents "Invest-
ing 101." Regency Room, DeVos Center, Pew Campus. Ca ll 
x7181 to register. 
1 p.m.: Career Services. "Constructing your Resume." 258 
STU. Call x3311 for more information. 
1-2 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
"Practice, Practice, Practice: Preparation for the GRE. " 203 
STU. Call x3266 for more information. 
1-2 p .m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
"Planning for Graduate and Professional Education." 204 
STU. Call x3266 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Black Histo1y Month. "Roots" with discussion, "Bush 
is in, where does that leave African-Americans?" Cabins 
DEF, KC. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued ji·om page 3 
and presented two posters (co-authored by GVSU student 
Andy McCa1thy), "Trinidad West Indies: Neotectonics and 
Earthquake Hazard From Geodetic and Geologic Con-
straints" and "Mid-Crustal Structural Fabrics in the Northern 
Range , Trinidad: Evidence for Vertical Strain Partitioning in a 
Partially Exhumed Wrench-Type Orogen?" Weber was also 
co-author of GVSU student Mark Schoonover's poster 
presentation, titled "Evidence for Episodic Movement of 
Jointed Sandstone Blocks in Southern Illinois." 
Thurs., Feb. 8 
9-10 a .m .: Mail inservice presentation, with Mike Haga from 
the USPS. Muskegon River Room, KC. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Bergonzi String Quanet. CDC. 
Call x3484 for more information. 
2-3 p .m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
"Career Planning & Decision Making" (3 sessions). 203 
STU. Call x3266 for more information. 
4-6 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development Center. 
"African-American Women: A Suppo1t Group for Sisters" 
(10 sessions). 204 STU. Call x3266 for more information. 
5 p.m.: Master Class Series. GVSU trumpet professor Richard 
Stoelzel. Recital Hall, PAC. Call x3484 for information. 
6-7:30 p.m.: Seidman Professional Development Series. 
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"Etiquette Dinner: or How to Eat in Front of Your Boss or 
Client. " EC, 2nd floor, Pew Campus. Call x7500 to register. 
7 p .m.: Black History Month. "Roots" with discussion, 
"Po1trayal of blacks in the media. " Robinson Hall. 
Sat., Feb. 10 
8 p.m.: Music Depanment Conceit. University Singers and the 
Madrigal Ensemble and Varsity Men. LAT, PAC. Call x3484 
for more information. 
Sun., Feb. 11 
3 p.m.: Music Depa1tment Concert. Festival Chorale and the 
University Ans Chorale. LAT, PAC. Call x3484 for more 
information. 
Sports 
Spo1ts Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Thurs. , Feb. 8 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Nonhwood University at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. No1thwood University at GVSU. 
Fri., Feb. 9 
4 p.m.: Track and Field. Striders Laker Challenge at GVSU. 
Fri., Feb. 9-Sat. , Feb. 10 
4 p .m.: Track and Field at Cannon IV Classic, Butler Universi-
ty. Indianapolis, IN. 
Sat., Feb. 10 
1 p .m.: Women's Basketball at Lake Superior State University. 
Sault Ste Marie. 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Lake Superior State University. 
Sault Ste Marie.• 
Alverna Champion, professor of mathematics and statis-
tics, was named corresponding secretary of the Cable 
Television Advisory Forum by the Grand Rapids City 
Commission. 
John Harper Philbin, assistant professor of communica-
tions, had his fi lm, titled Opus 27, accepted for the Durango 
Film Festival 2001 , in Durango, Colorado. 
In the News 
Laurie Gasahl, instructor of geography, was inte1viewed 
by WGVU during Geography Awareness Week.• 
